
Mrs. Elgin L. Durst, nee Ella Mae Knopp of Fredericksburg, 
passed away on Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020, at the age of 91 years.

Ella Mae Knopp was born on Feb. 22, 1929 in Fredericksburg, 
Gillespie County, Texas to Erwin and Minnie Pieper Knopp. She 
married Elgin L. Durst on May 4, 1948 in Fredericksburg, Texas, 
and he survives.

Ella Mae is survived by her husband, Elgin L. Durst of 
Fredericksburg; three daughters and spouses, Debbie and 
Harvey Moellering Jr. of Fredericksburg; Felecia and Sam 
Gonzales of Austin; and Elginia and Lonnie Hohmann 
of Fredericksburg; and a daughter-in-law, Chere, Mrs. 
Shelton Durst of Llano.

Survivors also include five grandchildren, J.D. 
Prestridge, Nicole Sultemeier, Allysa Sultemeier, April 
Durst and Derek Hohmann; and six great-grandchildren.

She is also survived by two sisters and spouses, Esther 
and Dale McHalek of Fredericksburg and Hazel and 
Eugene Merkel of Llano, and a sister-in-law, Ora Ann, 
Mrs. Clayton Knopp of Luckenbach, and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Ella Mae was preceded in death by her parents, one son, Shelton 
Durst; two grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and one brother, 
Clayton Knopp.

Schatze, Mom, Oma, Sis and Friend – some of the many names 
by which Ella Mae was known. She grew up in Fredericksburg, 
Texas, where she graduated from high school in 1947.

After graduation, she worked at the sewing factory. She would 
say that is where she “turned lots of pockets.”

Ella Mae was introduced to her future husband, Elgin L. 
Durst, by his sister, Myrtle. Soon, they decided to tie the knot. 
On May 4, 1948, she and Elgin went to the Justice of the Peace in 
Fredericksburg and made their love for each other known to all.

There are many memories of Ella Mae that are held close in our 
hearts. She was always there, a phone call away, ready to come and 
pick you up from wherever you were. She loved feeding the deer and 
cattle at the ranch in Llano, Texas. One of her favorite things to do 
was to feed the deer, sit in the vehicle and watch the deer frolicking 

and eating the corn.
She was a wonderful baker. She would make homemade 

bread every few days. Plus, there was not a week that went 
by without her making something sweet. Birthdays 
were always a special time in our home. She would 

bake one’s favorite dessert and that night, make 

a feast for the whole family, including grandparents, siblings and 
their spouses.

Ella Mae loved to go to garage sales. On Saturday mornings, you 
would find Ella Mae, Ora Ann and one or more of the grandkids 
driving to see what bargains they could find. You knew it was Ella 
Mae when you saw her Ford Fiesta with Garfield suctioned to the 

back window.
At the Durst home there is a cattleguard to cross to get 

into the property. When you drove over the cattleguard, 
you could hear the noise inside the house.

Once you parked and started getting out of your car, 
Mama would be standing at the front door looking 
through the window to see who came to visit.

When the visit was over and you were backing out of 
the drive, Mama would once again be at the front door, 
peering out the window and giving a little wave as though 
she was saying, “See you soon, my Loves.”

What a wonderful Schatze, Mom, Oma, Sis and Friend 
she was to all!!

Graveside services and interment were held at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 5, at the Greenwood Cemetery Gazebo, Fredericksburg, Texas.

Pallbearers included April, Bobby, Glenn, Ricky and Ferrl Durst, 
Derek Hohmann, Michael Hernandez and Paul Lehmberg.

Honorary pallbearers were Bonnie Coffee, Connie Stahl, Donnie 
Coleman, Jeff McHalek, Valerie Prochnow, Collette Brown, Kathy 
Geistweidt, Eugenia Cooper, Stephen Merkel and the Class of 1947.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that memorials be given in her 
memory to the Hill Country Memorial Hospice or to the charity of 
your choice. A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to 
everyone for the kindness and appreciation extended during the 
time of her illness and upon her passing.

We especially thank Knopp Healthcare and Rehabilitation 
Center, Hill Country Memorial Hospice, Dr. Matthew J. Hoermann, 
Rev. Scott Hofmann and Schaetter Funeral Home.

Your kindness will always be remembered.
Arrangements were under the direction 

of Schaetter Funeral Home.
Expressions of sympathy may be sent 

at www.schaetter.com.
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